Topic 1. Acquaintance. My professional occupation. Hobby. Studies at the Kyiv National University of Internal Affairs

1. Let me introduce myself. My name is Oksana Ilgova. 
2. I am from Talne, Cherkasska oblast, but last 10 years I live in Kyiv. 

3. I work in the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine as the specialist on private international law. 
4. I’m responsible for the execution on the territory of Ukraine of the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction.

5. My hobbies are foreign languages, camping in the Youth Camp “Zelemin”, where I can sing, talk with different people from foreign countries and have a good time. Apart from English I can speak also Swedish, but little worse.

6. In 2011 I entered the Kyiv National University of Internal Affairs. 
7. This University trains specialists for all branches of law.

8. At the University I study many specific and social subjects.
9. I will graduate the Kyiv National University of Internal Affairs after 4 (four) years.

10. I will do my best to become a highly-qualified specialist.

Topic 2. Орієнтація в місті. Як пройти, проїхати…?
Topic 3. Ukraine

1. Ukraine is one of the largest countries in the centre of Europe. 

2. Its total area is 603.7 thousand square kilometers.

3. There are 73 thousand rivers and smaller streams in Ukraine, the bigger and the longest of them are Dnipro, the Dnister, the Pivdenni Buh, the Desna.

4. The population of Ukraine amounts to 45 million people.

5. There are 24 oblasts in Ukraine and the Autonomous Republic of Crimea. 

6. The biggest city of Ukraine is Kyiv. This city is also the capital of Ukraine.
7. Ukraine borders on Russia, Belorus, Poland, Hungary, Slovakia, Romania, Moldova and it is washed by the waters of the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov.

8. On the 24th of August, 1991, the Ukrainian Parliament proclaimed the Act of Ukraine’s Independence. This date has become a national holiday – Independence Day.

9. The Constitution Of Ukraine was adopted by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine on the 28th of June, 1996, according to which Ukraine is a sovereign and independent, democratic, social, law-based republic.

10. The Constitution of Ukraine consists of the preamble, 15 chapters and 161 articles.

11. According to the Chapter 2 of the Constitution of Ukraine “The rights, freedoms and obligations of the person and citizen” citizens have equal constitutional rights and freedoms and are equal before the law.
Topic 4. Legislative, executive and judicial powers in Ukraine

1. The state heads by the President of Ukraine, who acts in its name. 

2. The state power in Ukraine is divided into legislative, executive and judicial powers.

3. They exercise their authority within the limits, established by the Constitution and the laws of Ukraine.

4. The only body of the legislative power in Ukraine is the Parliament, called the Verkhovna Rada.

5. The Verkhovna Rada consists of 450 national deputies. They are elected for a four-year term.
6. The executive power is presented by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, which heads by the Prime Minister.

7. The Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine carries out domestic and foreign policy of Ukraine.

8. Justice in Ukraine is administered exclusively by courts.

9. The Supreme Court of Ukraine is the highest judicial body.

10. The sole body of constitutional jurisdiction is the Constitutional Court of Ukraine.

11. According to the Constitution of Ukraine all courts are independent and all their activities abide only by the rules of law.

Topic 5. Great Britain
1. The official name of Great Britain is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
2. It is situated on two large islands, the larger of which is Great Britain and the smaller is Ireland.

3. The Head of the United Kingdom is the Queen – Elizabeth II, who succeeded to throne in 1952.

4. Great Britain consists of four main parts: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The capital of Great Britain is London.

5. The official language of Great Britain is English, although the Welsh language has equal status in Wales.

6. England is the largest part of Great Britain and an industrial country.

7. The people of England call themselves English.

8. Wales is a peninsula in the south-west of the island of Great Britain, where the people call themselves Welsh.

9. Scotland is the northern part of Great Britain, which has always had a separate educational system, a legal system and local administration.

10. The people of Scotland call themselves Scottish.
11. Northern Ireland has a long history of differences between Protestant and Catholic sections because Protestants wish Northern Ireland to remain in the United Kingdom and Catholics favour unification with the Irish Republic.

12. The British Government is seeking the ways to ensure a political settlement acceptable to all sections of the Community.

Topic 6. Legislative, executive and judicial powers in Great Britain

1. Britain is the parliamentary democracy with the constitutional monarch.

2. The state organs of the United Kingdom include the monarchy and the legislative, executive and judicial organs of the Government.

3. The House of Commons and the House of Lords with the monarch make up Parliament.
4. Parliament is the legislature and the supreme authority.

5. It passes laws, approves taxation and debates the major issues of the day.

6. The executive organ consists of the Prime Minister, the Cabinet of Ministers and the Shadow Cabinet.

7. The Prime Minister heads the Government and appoints ministers; about 20 of them are in the policy-making Cabinet.

8. The Shadow Cabinet is responsible for passing criticism on the current government and offering alternative policies.
9. There are two main political parties in Great Britain: the Labour Party and the Conservative Party.

10. The administration of Justice in Great Britain is independent of both Parliament and Government.

11. Magistrates’ and county courts consider less serious cases, while the judges and jury in Crown Court tries more serious crimes.
12. The House of Lords is the final court of appeal.

Topic 7. The European Union

1. The European Union (EU) is an intergovernmental union of 27 democratic member states. It has 20 official languages.

2. The members states of the EU are Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Denmark, Ireland, the United Kingdom of the Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Greece, Portugal, Spain, Austria, Finland, Sweden, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Bulgaria and Romania.

3. Brussels is the capital of the EU.

4. The European anthem is the melody comes from the Ninth Symphony by Beethoven.
5. The EU has also the motto “United in diversity” (согласие в многообразии)

6. The most important EU institutions include the Council of the EU, the European Commission, the European Parliament and the European Court of Justice.
7. The main job of the European Parliament is to pass the law, proposals for which come from the European Comission.

8. The European Commission is independent of national governments.

9. It keeps an eye out to see that everyone abides by the European treaties and laws.

10. Any European country can join the EU if it has a stable democracy that guarantees the rule of law, human rights and the protection of minorities. 

Topic 8. Classification of crimes
1. Crime is a committed act, injurious to the public welfare and for which punishment is prescribed by law.
2. According to old classification crimes are classified into treasons, felonies and misdemeanors. 

3. Treasons are the most serious of all crimes, which cover attempt to destroy the power of the state.

4. A felony is a serious crime but not as treason. Commission of it involves the automatic loss of the guilty person’s property in addition to the punishment.

5. All other crimes are regarded as misdemeanors.

6. According to the modern classification all crimes are divided into indictable and non-indictable offences.

7. Indictable offences are usually tried before judge and jury and classified into 6 categories (offence against society or the state, abuses and obstructions of public authority, offences which will lead to injury of the public, offences against person, offences against property, offences connected with the driving of motor vehicles).
8. Non-indictable offences are known as summary offences, which are tried by Magistrates’ Court without jury.

9. Crimes also are divided into arrestable and non-arrestable ones.

10. The sentence for arrestable offence is fixed by law and the person, not previously convicted, can be sentenced for five years or more (murder, all offences of theft).

11. Otherwise, an offence is a non-arrestable.

Topic 9. Human Rights

1. On the 10th of December, 1948, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted and proclaimed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

2. This Declaration is a common standard of achievement for all peoples and nations.

3. It defines the civil, political, economic and cultural human rights, which are grouped into six categories.

4.  The first category is the security rights.
5. They protect people against crimes such as murder, massacre, torture and rape.

6. Liberty rights protect freedoms in areas such as belief, expression, association, assembly, movement.

7. Political rights protect the liberty to participate in politics through communicating, protesting, voting.

8. Category due process rights protects against abuses of the legal system (imprisonment without trial, secret trials).

9. Equality rights guarantee equal citizenship, nondiscrimination, and equality before the law.

10. Welfare rights (economic and social rights) require an education to all children and protect against severe poverty.
